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Glossary on Different Aspects of Film and Music

Topic 1:


Film music as a dramatic element

	Type of Music
	Definition
	Examples

	1: Paraphrasing Music
	The contents shown in the scene is musically supported (illustrated).
	1: While fighters are running upstairs, the notes go up as well. Com​pare "riding music" in a western film. 2: means working on the same effect (synaesthesia) to intensify the emotional effect.

	2: Polarising Music
	A scene that  is neutral in content is pushed into a certain interpretative direction by the music. 
	Compare detective films: the tension in certain scenes is basically created by the music.

	3: Counter pointing Music
	Music stands in opposition to the content of the scene shown.
	Is not found very often (idyllic pictures and dissonant music). The director/composer wants to create a certain effect  resulting from the opposition. Often means: you hear a  music you have not expected.

	4: Mood - Technique
	Music supports the mood of the scene.
	Love scenes and syrupy music

	5: Mickey-Mousing
	Picture and music run absolutely synchronic.
	Every cut in the film is identical with a change in the music (see animated films)

	5: Leitmotif-Technique
	A certain music is attached to a character or a sequence.
	see 2001: monolith (Ligeti); evolution (Strauss)


Topic 2: 


Functions of Music:

	1: Tectonic
	Music structuring the film as a whole (opening credits, credits; for the main or end title, a piece of music that is integrated into the action

	2: Syntactical
	Music as a structural element of the plot of a film, accentuates climaxes of scenes, divides real action from dream action, links se​quences or with time-lapses

	3: Semantic
	1. connotative (here: emotional enrichment of a scene)

2. denotative (here: leitmotif which hints to  characters absent from the scene;  music describes the historical-geographical-social setting of                                                                    a scene

3. reflexive (here: music itself is part of the action of  the film, for example if a protagonist sings a song to his lover he himself has composed)

	4: Mediative
	Music shall satisfy a certain audience or fulfil the expectations an audience has to overcome the distance between film and audience (comp. the symphonic soundtracks for Hollywood films)

	Some words:
	  1.  to create an atmosphere                 2.  to function as an exclamation mark             3. to illustrate movements              

  4.  to integrate pictures/scenes            5.  to clarify emotions                                      6. to establish epic connections

  7.  to give structure, form                   8.  to stylise sounds, sound effects                   9. to give a social context             

10.  to create a group feeling              11.  to evoke a certain historical period            12. to let something appear unreal

13.  to caricature and parody              14.  to comment                                               15. to emphasise trivialities

16.  to give depth to characters           16.  to condition physiologically                     18. to collectivise a definite reception

19.  to create a feeling for space         20.  to qualify the experience of time


Topic 3:



Words to describe some parameters and elements of music

	note                    high/low, short/long, soft/loud, 

tone colour         bright/dark 

tempo                 fast/slow,  regular/irregular 

melody                legato/staccato, 

harmony             harmonious/disharmonious 


Topic 4:



All the rest

	styles
	Baroque, Classic, Pop, Rock, etc. can be hard/soft/harsh/symphonic/simple/... 

	sources
	Music especially composed especially for the film or taken from already existing music. Effect? The source of the music can be off/on stage. Relation to the other sound effects?

	effects
	identification/alienation. Filling an audible emptiness; indifferent background; intensify superficial effects

	instruments
	classical orchestra, electric instruments, electronic effects, instruments from other countries, ...

	history
	from music in Silent Movies to Dolby-Stereo


Another "work in progress" has come to a temporary end. Please add your ideas and questions. 

Collect examples of your own - that's the second best way to memorise all the expressions and their meaning.

The best way is , needless to say, to write film music. 

